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Giving thanks is a spiritual practice. As I’ve been reflecting on the last year at St. John
through the pandemic, I continue to come back to thankfulness. Despite all that we and the
whole world have been through, this coming summer of 2021 is an exciting time for St. John.
We have much to be thankful for and much to look forward to as a congregation.
We are all extremely grateful to all of St. John’s staff, leadership, and volunteers that steered
us through our building closure and video worship during the pandemic. Our staff and volunteers went above and beyond in the behind-the-scenes work that went into keeping all of us
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A special thank you to the musicians that made our pre-recorded worship videos such a success over the last year. Our music staff, Paul Cochran, Linda Styzek, and Alberto Mantovano,
put many hours into the videos. Paul created orchestra scores of hymns every Sunday and
coordinated ensembles and other music for Ministries of Music. Linda played the piano in
the Orchestra and coordinated the Worship Band. Alberto edited the videos, put them together, and gathered all of the many individual videos from the staff and volunteers, and
often sang hymns and played in the orchestra. We also want to thank our Bell Choir director,
Carin Zachar, for leading the Bells and participating in the Orchestra and Ministries of Music.
Thank you to the St. John Orchestra volunteers and the Worship Band volunteers, and all of
the musicians who participated.
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A hearty thanks also goes out to all of those who participated in the video worship services
in other ways, including reading scriptures, etc. We all appreciate the effort and participation
of our congregation!
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We are back in the sanctuary for in-person worship, while providing a livestream and “watch
later” option for everyone. It’s been wonderful to be back in person and we are thankful that
there are options for those who still want to watch from home.

As those who are attending in-person have seen, we are still under construction and are
working through many of the important projects of the Capital Campaign. We look forward
to this summer and fall as the work is completed and St. John is ready to open its doors as a
newly updated building. Thank you to those who have pledged and have given to the Capital
Campaign.
I am thankful that God has been with us as a congregation through this pandemic and I am
looking forward to seeing what the future of St. John will be as we worship and work together.
Blessings and peace to you this summer!
Pastor Michael
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Planned Giving to St. John

Message from the Treasurer

Have you ever thought about
leaving something for St. John in
your will or a trust as part of your
estate planning? Many of us give
regularly to St. John, but we forget that we have the opportunity
to continue to support St. John
into the future. Many faith communities rely on gifts that are giv-

en through estate planning, so if
you've never considered this for
you and your family, please consider remembering St. John. Contact the office if you have any
questions.

Through the generosity of our congregation, year-to-date donations through
April are $79,749, which is 4% better than budget. Total expenses are running
about 10% under budget.
PPP Loan Update
As you know, we applied for and received a PPP (Paycheck Protection Program)
Loan for $23, 770 from the federal government last year. We are excited to announce that our bank informed us that the loan has been forgiven, we will not
have to pay it back. The loan was instrumental in helping us mitigate the loss of
space use income over the last year. We offer a huge thanks to Kathie Schultz for
all of the work she put in to helping us secure the loan.

Food Pantry Donations
St. John will continue to support the Lutheran Church of
the Cross food pantry. Beginning Easter Sunday, please
bring your donations to church either on Sundays or at
another time and they will be delivered. The collection
baskets will be available in the narthex.

The Night Ministry
See what's happening with the Night Ministry at https://
www.thenightministry.org.
Bible Study
Please join us for our weekly Bible
Study on Tuesdays at 10am. All
are welcome to this gathering
where we read from the bible and
talk about life and current events.
We often talk more than we read.
Join us!

Amazon Smile
Looking for a way to support St. John? When you shop at Amazon, please shop
at Smile.Amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. John, at no cost to you. Simply create an account on
the Smile.Amazon.com site and select St. John United Church of Christ as the
charitable organization.

Buffalo Grove Pride Parade
St. John is sponsoring a home for this year's Buffalo Grove Pride Drive, taking
place on June 6 from 12-3pm. If you're interested in helping create decor prior
to the event, or setting up/tearing down on the day of, please reach out to Jenn
Borrell at jborrell@hotmail.com or 773-964-3455.
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Special Offerings
Thanks to the generosity of the congregation, St. John received donations of
$925 for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering in March.
St. John has also been blessed to receive $534 from the congregation for the
“Sunday School Quarters” campaign, which will go towards the sponsorship of 3
children in the UCC Global Ministries Program. These donations helped keep this
going, as we didn’t have any donations in the quarter tube while church was
closed.

Church Calendar
Did you know that all of St. John's
events are on a calendar, which
you can find on our website,
www.stjah.org? Once you're on
our website, click on "About St.
John", and you will see Upcoming
Events/Calendar. Click on that

Thanks to all.

and you'll see the calendar.

Giving to St. John
Thank you for your continued financial support of St. John. There are two ways
to give to St. John:
1.

Giving Online: Go to www.stjah.org and click the “GIVE” tab at the top of
the page. Once on the Give page, click on “DONATE NOW.” Consider signing
up for recurring giving. It makes it easy and helps the church plan.
2. Give by mail: Mail your gift to St. John UCC, 308 N. Evergreen Ave., Arlington Heights, IL 60004.

Church Flowers
St. John will once again purchase flowers for Sunday worship. If you would like
to be a flower sponsor, please call the office. The cost of the flowers is $40 per
week.

Conversations on Race
Please join us for our weekly Conversations on Race group discussion on Wednesdays at 7pm.
Zoom information is listed in the
weekly church emails.

St. John Crafters
Thank you to everyone who made afghans for our home bound members. All
who have been given one were most appreciative and grateful for the gift.
Crafters are now meeting on the first and third Thursday of the month. We meet
from 1PM-3PM in fellowship hall. Someone will be happy to teach you how to
crochet or knit if you want to learn. If you are not a crafty person, please feel
free to join us for fellowship.
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Easter Worship Service—April 4, 2021

From One Global Ministry
Sponsorship
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Thank You from
Journey’s

Easter Egg Hunt—April 3, 2021
The kids have been missing their friends at St. John! We had such a wonderful time catching up at our outdoor
pumpkin carving last fall, and our recent Easter egg hunt. We are sad not to be offering Vacation Bible Camp
again this summer, however we are planning some other opportunities for the children and youth to get together, so look out for more information in the coming weeks! When it is safe to return to Sunday School, we are
ready and so excited to introduce our new curriculum, A Joyful Path.

St. John Joke Book
The St. John Joke Book is here! Thank you to Paris Donehoo for
organizing this project. Many of our congregation members
submitted jokes. The jokes are on a wide range of topics they're not jokes about St. John! All donations for the joke book
will go to the Capital Campaign. The cost is $10 and you can
donate in cash, online (designate for Capital Campaign or Joke
Book), or by check. You'll have some good laughs!
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Congratulations 2021 Graduates!
Congrats
Graduates!

Kyra Aubrey Hand, granddaughter of Lana and Paul Cochran, graduated
from Christian Heritage Academy in Northbrook. She will be attending Cedarville University in Ohio this fall.

Kyra Aubrey Hand

Andrew Johns, son of Michelle & Charles Johns, graduated from Palatine
High School. He will be attending Augustana College in the fall.

Andrew Johns

Zack Kurka, son of Julie & Chad Kurka, graduated from Rolling Meadows
High School. In the fall, he will be attending Carthage College in Kenosha,
WI where he will major in Psychology. He hopes to become a clinical therapist.

Zack Kurka

Faith McNaney, daughter of Dawn & David McNaney, graduated from William Fremd High School. Beginning in August, she will attend Iowa State University as a pre-veterinary student.

Faith McNaney
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Congratulations 2021 Graduates!
Chloe Micinski, granddaughter of Judy Kriston, graduated from Whitney
Young Magnet School in Chicago. She will be attending the University of
Wisconsin-Madison majoring in Business with a minor in Mandarin.

Congrats
Graduates!

Chloe Micinski

Stella Micinski, granddaughter of Judy Kriston, graduated from Lane Tech
High School in Chicago. She will be attending the University of WisconsinMadison majoring in Business.

Stella Micinski

Dr. Ashley Rose Kriston, granddaughter of Judy Kriston, graduated from
Marquette University with a Doctorate in Physical Therapy.

Dr. Ashley Rose Kriston
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Congratulations 2021 Graduates!
Jonathan Landeweer, son of Janet & Dave Landeweer, graduated
from Carthage College with Bachelor of Science degrees in Biology

Congrats
Graduates!

and History. He would like to find a job and/or attend graduate
school for biological anthropology daughter of Patty Larson, gradu-

ated from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science degree in
Nuclear Engineering.

Jonathan Landeweer

Sarah Elizabeth Ruth Larson, daughter of Patty Larson, graduated
from Purdue University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Nuclear Engineering.

Sarah Elizabeth Ruth Larson

Jordan Slonke, son of Anna Maria & Gary Slonke, graduated Cum
Laude from Elmhurst University with a Bachelor of Science degree
in Communications with a minor in Business Administration. He will
be actively looking for a job in his field of study.

Jordan Slonke
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Capital Campaign
The Capital Campaign is underway! As most of you have noticed, we are making significant progress in moving
towards our goals that were established during the planning for this Capital Campaign. The vision that St. John
established for the campaign was to improve accessibility, provide for greater efficiency, improve safety, increase the comfort of those utilizing the building, and to update the style of the building. The four major projects
that were identified to become part of the campaign are :
Air Conditioning
A Lula Lift
Updating the Sanctuary
Updating the Lobby
With the money that was borrowed from the Endowment Fund, along with the money that has been received to
date, we are able to move forward with all four projects at this time. All of the tiles and carpeting within the lobby, office, nursery, and main floor of the sanctuary have now been removed. The pews on the main floor were
removed late last year with the initial asbestos removal. The architects are in the process of completing the
plans for the renovation of the library, lobby, narthex, and minor improvements to the sanctuary. The chairs for
the sanctuary have been received and are temporarily located in Fellowship Hall. Carpeting for the nursery,
office, lobby, library, narthex, and sanctuary has been ordered and is awaiting delivery. The work of installing air
conditioning in the sanctuary has begun.
Moving forward, we expect the air conditioning to be completed within the next several weeks pending the Contractor's receipt of the permit from the Village. The architect's plans that will cover the remainder of the major
work will soon be submitted to the Village. Once that permit is received, the major work will begin which will
include installing the lulu lift in the existing closet outside Pastor Michael's office, opening up the library to the
lobby, minimizing the wall between the narthex and lobby as much as structurally possible, the renovation of the
lobby, and the installation of air conditioning for the lobby and offices. We are exploring the possibility of moving
forward with the minor renovation on the altar and the installation of the carpeting within the sanctuary prior to
the work on the lobby. However, if that is not possible, it is hopeful that the bulk of the entire project will be
completed by late summer or early fall.
As the construction costs are refined, it is likely that the campaign will also proceed with the replacement of a
number of windows that have been identified as needing replacement. However, this phase will likely take place
next year.
Many thanks to all who have pledged and contributed to date. It is because of you that we are able to proceed
with implementing all of the major goals of our campaign this summer.
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June 2021
Congrats
Graduates!

Sun

Mon

High
School:

Tue

Wed

Thu

1
10am Bible Study

2
7pm Conversations on Race

3
1pm Crafters
6pm Music
Committee
Meeting
7pm Capital
Campaign
Committee
Meeting

4

5

Kyra
Aubrey
Hand
Andrew
Johns
Zack
Kurka
Faith
McNaney
Chloe
Micinski

Fri

Sat

6 Graduation Sunday
10am Communion Worship
11am Virtual Coffee Hour
12pm-3pm Buffalo Grove
Pride Parade

7
2pm Book
Club

8
10am Bible Study
7pm Council Meeting

9
7pm Conversations on Race

10

11

12

13
10am Worship
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

14

15
10am Bible Study
7pm Stewardship
Committee Meeting

16
7pm Conversations on Race

17
1pm Crafters
7pm Capital
Campaign
Committee
Meeting

18

19

20
10am Communion Worship
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

21
2pm Book
Club

22
10am Bible Study

23
7pm Conversations on Race

24

25

26

27
10am Worship
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

28

29
10am Bible Study
7pm Christian
Education Committee Meeting

30
7pm Conversations on Race

Stella
Micinski
College:
Dr.
Ashley
Kriston
Jonathan
Landewe
er
Sarah
Larson
Jordan
Slonke

Annual St. John Flower Planting-May 15, 2021
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May Birthdays
May
1st

Tim Wayman

7th

Gary Slonke

10th

Paul Frost Jr., Owen Zielinski

14th

Terri Browning, Kara Kaiser

15th

Carol Lewis

16th

Al Blohm, Natalie Burkhardt, Otti Savich

17th

Barbara Ahrenholz, Peter Johns

18th

Patty Larson

22nd

Katelyn Hahn

24th

John Checuga, Gail Vogel

25th

Paul Cochran

28th

Sam Payne

30th

Andrew Nunez

Do we have your birthday? If not, please call the office and let us know!

June Birthdays
2nd
4th

June
Janet Kaiser, Jenna Winters
Grace Hogaboom, Glenda Kosulic

9th

Jackie Nilson, Ryan Holderrieth

10th

Amanda Fauss

15th

Nancy Blohm, Lilly Disch

16th

Deanne Koontz, Henry Fauss

17th

Sydney Larson

21st

Aiden Temple, Annabelle Temple

23rd

Carole Wieczorek

24th

Janis Haberichter

25th

Debbie Smart

26th
27th
28th
29th
30th

Laurie Travis
Sander Chagoya
Shirley Slonke
Paul Frost
Alison Burdick, Betsy Wilson
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Contact Us

Staff

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

Rev. Michael D. Jones, Pastor – mjones@stjah.org

www.stjah.org
office@stjah.org

Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director

facebook.com/
stjohnuccah twitter.com/
stjohnuccah
instagram.com/stjohnucc
Office: 847.255.6687
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Monday – Friday

Janice Gilligan, Church Administrator – office@stjah.org
Dr. J. Paul Cochran, Organist
Linda Styzek, Pianist

Carin Zachar, Bell Director

ST. JOHN UCC OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT
The congregation of St. John United Church of Christ rejoices that our
community of faith is strengthened by diversity. We declare ourselves to
be an open and affirming congregation, extending God’s extravagant
welcome to all people regardless of culture, economic status, age, sex,
ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression,
marital status, or physical/mental condition. We invite everyone to join
our journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our congregation.

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 847.255.6687
E-mail: office@stjah.org
Mailing Address Line 1
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Mailing Address Line 5
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