St. John
United Church
of Christ

Arlington Heights, Illinois

Easter Sunday
April 4, 2021

Welcome to St. John

Worshiping in the Tent on Easter Thank you for joining us in the big tent for worship
today! We’re so glad that everyone can gather safely for Easter worship! Here are some things to
remember: 1. Masks are required. 2. Please practice social distancing. 3. If you didn’t bring a lawn
chair, let us know and we can provide a chair.
Livestreaming All of St. John’s worship services are now livestreamed. You can watch the service

live or at another time by going to our website, www.stjah.org or our Vimeo page,
www.vimeo.com/stjah.

Holy Communion Today

All are welcome to participate in Holy Communion at St. John. We
believe that Jesus welcomed all to his mission of love and all are welcome to the table. Individual
Communion cups are available when you pick up a bulletin. There is a thin layer covering the wafer and
the purple lid can then be opened for the grape juice. All of the Communion cups are grape juice.

Giving

Offering plates will be located at the welcome tables east of the tent. We will not collect
offering by passing the plates due to the COVID-19. You can also give by 1. going
to www.stjah.org and click the “GIVE” tab at the top of the page, or by mail. Thank you for your
generosity!

Children in Worship Infants and children bring life to our worship and are always welcome.

Worship Activity Packets for children are available for Easter worship today. St. John’s leadership is in
discussions about beginning Sunday School and other children’s and youth ministries again in the future.

Interested in Membership?

Contact Pastor Michael at mjones@stjah.org or 847-255-6687.

Open and Affirming

We are an ONA church. Please visit our website and see our ONA
Statement on the back page of this bulletin for more information.

CONTACT US –

308 N. Evergreen Avenue, Arlington Heights, IL 60004
www.stjah.org |office@stjah.org
facebook.com/stjohnuccah | twitter.com/stjohnuccah | instagram.com/stjohnucc
Office: 847.255.6687
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 12: p.m. Monday – Friday

STAFF –

Rev. Michael D. Jones, Pastor – mjones@stjah.org
Janice Gilligan, Church Administrator – office@stjah.org
Dr. J. Paul Cochran, Organist
Linda Styzek, Pianist
Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director
Carin Zachar, Bell Choir Director
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Easter Sunday / April 4, 2021
GATHERING MUSIC
GREETING AND WELCOME

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF GATHERING

God of grace and power, we come rejoicing in Christ’s empty tomb. We come
trusting in the good news that tells us Christ is with us. For the Risen Christ is living
proof that You care about our lives, O God. The Risen Christ offers to us glimpses of
hope, even in our tears. As the tomb is not quiet. It speaks. It proclaims! It is a
promise of eternal life!
Thank you, gracious and almighty God. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Christ is Risen!
Christ is risen, indeed!
Hope is alive!
Hope is alive, indeed!
God’s love is eternal!
Hallelujah! Let us give thanks for what God has done.

OPENING HYMN

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today –

Wesley

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! Mortal tongues and angels say: Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia! Sing, glad heavens, and earth reply: Alleluia!
Let the Victor’s people sing, Alleluia! Where, O death, is now your sting? Alleluia!
Dying once, Christ lives to save, Alleluia! Where your victory, O grave? Alleluia!
Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids Christ rise, Alleluia! God has opened paradise, Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Christ, like Christ we rise, Alleluia! Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Let us pray. God of resurrection grace, Help us in our pain, despair and fear so
that we are not prone to follow the path of hopelessness. Help us, instead to be
like the Risen Christ and rise up, as a brave and holy people, living beyond our
pain, despair, and fear by remaining hopeful in your steadfast love. Help us, we
pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

God hears our prayers of grace and mercy, and raises our countenance from
despair, into resurrection joy! God meets us in our human suffering, comforts us
in our tears, and offers to us new hope. This is the good news of the Gospel of
the risen Christ.
Hallelujah! Christ is risen!

THE PEACE [Please simply say "Peace be with you" with a nod or wave.]
The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

GLORIA

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three-in-One;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

NEW TESTAMENT

Acts 10:34-43

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of
all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to
death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.’

MINISTRY OF MUSIC

Resurrecting

CCLI Song # 7051507 Chris Brown | Mack Brock | Matthews Ntlele | Steven Furtick | Wade Joye © 2015 Music

by Elevation Worship Publishing (Admin. by Essential Music Publishing LLC)For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of
Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 3266027
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GOSPEL

Mark 16:1-8

RESPONSE

Alleluia –

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another,
‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up,
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered
the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they
were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they
laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there
you will see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.
Sinclair

SERMON

We Are Witnesses

SONG

Resurrection Hymn

CCLI Song # 4108797 Keith Getty | Stuart Townend © 2003 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) For use
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 3266027

COMMUNITY PRAYER
INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY
DOXOLOGY

This Joyful Eastertide – Dale Wood
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

…that all may come to know of your abiding love.
O God, we give these gifts as you have given them unto us. In the
name of Jesus, the risen Christ, we pray. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION

Christ is Risen! / Christ is risen indeed!
Lift up your hearts. / We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit...
…As we proclaim the glory of your name, we sing.

SANCTUS

McMane

Holy, holy, holy God, Ruler Almighty;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Glory be to you, O God.
Blessed is the one who comes,
who comes in the name of the God.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!

…Hear the prayer of our risen Christ:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Let us pray: O Christ, we thank you for this feast of life. Fed by your love, and
strengthened by your life; we humbly accept your call to go into this world to live
with hope, and to share your joy.
You commission us to feed as we have been fed, forgive as we have
been forgiven, and love as we have been loved. Thanks be to God.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

The Day of Resurrection

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God.
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory.

Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright
the Christ who reigns eternal in resurrection light;
We listen for the teachings once heard so calm and plain,
for we, too, want to follow and raise the victor strain.
Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth its song begin,
the whole world keep high triumph, and all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend,
for Christ again has risen, our joy that has no end.
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BENEDICTION

May God’s abiding love and hope give us new life.
May God’s unmerited grace and mercy keep us hope-filled.
And may God’s restorative justice bring to us all, perfect peace.
For Christ is risen! Praise God! Amen.

POSTLUDE

Rise Again – Fred Bock

Hymns reproduced with permission under Christian Copyright Licensing International, license #3266027.
St. John UCC
CCLI Copyright License 3266027
CCLI Streaming License 20171680
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE
License #A-731362. All rights reserved.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

St. John Re-Opening for In-Person Worship

St. John’s Council met on Tuesday, March 9, and decided that we will re-open for inperson worship. The first Sunday of St. John’s in-person worship will be Sunday, April 11,
at 10:00 A.M. The guidelines for attending the in-person worship services on April 11 and
on are listed below. Please read them carefully. We recognize that not everyone will feel
safe gathering indoors right now, especially those who have not received the vaccine. We
will continue to offer worship services online and will give updates with any changes.
We are being cautious as we take steps towards reopening, but are optimistic that
vaccines will become more available to our congregation members. Our goal has always
been to keep everyone as safe as possible and we will continue make this the priority in
all of our decisions.
A sign-up sheet will be sent each Monday for the worship service on the following Sunday.

St. John UCC Reopening Guidelines

St. John will re-open for indoor, in-person worship on Sunday, April 11 at 10 A.M.
Beginning April 11, all worship services will start at 10 A.M.
Attendees must sign up by:
1. Clicking the sign-up link provided in the weekly email sent out in announcements.
2. Emailing the church office (office@stjah.org).
3. Calling the church office (847-255-6687).
(Please try to sign up at your earliest convenience to help with planning).
There is a 50-person limit to worship.
If more than 50 people sign up, we will consider offering two worship services.
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Please do not arrive before 9:30 A.M.
Chairs will be provided.
Masks are required.
Social distancing is required.
Attendees may enter at either entrance
(the double doors on Evergreen Ave. or the west parking lot door).
If you have any symptoms, have been in close contact with someone with COVID within the
last 14 days, or have been tested for COVID and are waiting for results, we ask that you
watch worship from home.
After worship: We will not be holding Coffee Hour but as the weather warms, outdoor
gathering will be an option.
If you have questions please contact the St. John office: office@stjah.org.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Food Pantry Donations

St. John will continue to support the Lutheran Church of the Cross food pantry. Beginning
Easter Sunday, please bring your donations to church either on Sundays or at another time
and they will be delivered. The collection baskets will be available in the narthex.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ST. JOHN UCC OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT

The congregation of St. John United Church of Christ rejoices that our community of faith is
strengthened by diversity. We declare ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation,
extending God’s extravagant welcome to all people regardless of culture, economic status, age,
sex, ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, marital status, or
physical/mental condition. We invite everyone to join our journey of faith and participate fully in
the life of our congregation.

www.stjah.org
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