We are a family of Christians raising children in Christian faith.

April 2021

From Our Pastor
Easter, Reopening for In-Person Worship, and More!
Dear St. John,

Inside This Issue

A year ago all of our lives changed in ways we never expected due to the coronavirus pandemic. Church changed as well. It was at that time that St. John’s leadership decided it was safest
to move to pre-recorded worship videos and Zoom gatherings, and although we did host inperson worship outdoors in the fall of 2020, we have continued to keep our building closed.
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As you have you know and have experienced, St. John’s staff and leadership have poured ourselves into finding ways to keep everyone connected and engaged through the past year.
Through worship videos, special online events, and continued communication, we have
adapted and grown in our use of technology and social media. We have continued to do the
ministry that we were engaged in before the pandemic in new ways.

Bible Study ....................... ... 2

The support of the congregation has been strong in interaction, participation, and finances.
Thank you.

Conversations on Race ..... ... 3

Our building and facilities will continue to be closed through Easter Sunday, April 4. On Easter
Sunday we will hold a worship service outdoors underneath a large tent in our parking lot.
We’ve been looking forward to this Easter celebration. There will be no sign-ups to attend
Easter, but social distancing and masks will be required. We encourage you to bring a lawn
chair if you have one but if you do not or cannot transport a chair there will be chairs available.
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St. John’s Council met on Tuesday, March 9 and decided that we will reopen for in-person
worship. The first Sunday of St. John’s in-person worship will be Sunday, April 11 at 10:00
A.M. The guidelines for attending the in-person worship services on April 11 and on are listed
in a separate announcement. Please read them carefully. We recognize that not everyone will
feel safe gathering indoors right now, especially those who have not received the vaccine. We
will continue to offer worship services online and will give updates with any changes.
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We are being cautious as we take steps towards reopening, but are optimistic that vaccines
will become more available to our congregation members. Our goal has always been to keep
everyone as safe as possible and we will continue make this the priority in all of our decisions.
Whether you decide to worship outside on Easter or online, and whether you decide to worship in-doors at St. John or online beginning April 11, we will all continue to be the church that
we are called to be, asking God to work within us, through us, and around us as we move into
the future.
I believe that St. John’s future is bright.
Peace,
Pastor Michael
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Planned Giving to St. John
Have you ever thought about leaving something for St. John in your

St. John UCC Reopening Guidelines
St. John will reopen for indoor, in-person worship on
Sunday, April 11, at 10:00 A.M.

will or a trust as part of your estate planning? Many of us give

Beginning April 11, all worship services will start at 10:00 A.M.

regularly to St. John, but we forget
that we have the opportunity to
continue to support St. John into
the future. Many faith communities rely on gifts that are given
through estate planning, so if
you've never considered this for
you and your family, please consider remembering St. John. Contact the office if you have any

Attendees must sign up by:
1. Clicking the sign-up link provided in the weekly email sent out in
announcements.
2. Emailing the church office (office@stjah.org).
3. Calling the church office (847-255-6687).
(Please try to sign up at your earliest convenience to help with
planning).
There is a 50-person limit to worship.
If more than 50 people sign up, we will considering offering two
worship services.

questions.

Please do not arrive before 9:30 A.M.
Chairs will be provided.
Masks are required.
Bible Study
Please join us for our weekly Bible
Study on Tuesdays at 10am. All
are welcome to this gathering
where we read from the bible and
talk about life and current events.
We often talk more than we read.
Join us!

Social distancing is required.
Attendees may enter at either entrance
(the double doors on Evergreen Ave. or the west parking lot door).
If you have any symptoms, have been in close contact with someone with COVID within the last 14 days, or have been tested for
COVID and are waiting for results, we ask that you watch worship
from home.
After worship: We will not be holding Coffee Hour but as the
weather warms, outdoor gathering will be an option.
If you have questions please contact the St. John office:
office@stjah.org
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Good Friday

Church Calendar
Did you know that all of St. John's
events are on a calendar, which
you can find on our website,
www.stjah.org? Once you're on
our website, click on "About St.
John", and you will see Upcoming
Events/Calendar. Click on that
and you'll see the calendar.

Virtual Coffee Hour
Please join us for our weekly virtual Coffee Hour on Sundays at
11am via Zoom. Zoom information is listed in the weekly
church emails.

Good Friday Worship with Congregational UCC
Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday, March 28. On Good Friday,
April 2, a special Good Friday worship service video will be emailed
to the congregation and posted on our website and Facebook so
that you may watch it at your convenience. This Good Friday worship will feature the traditional passion readings and beautiful music from both St. John and Congregational UCC in Arlington
Heights. Both Pastor Michael and Congregational's new pastor,
Rev. Greg Scalleta, will be leading the worship.

Conversations on Race
Please join us for our weekly Con-

versations on Race group discussion on Wednesdays at 7pm.
Zoom information is listed in the
weekly church emails.
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St. John Easter Egg Hunt

Please sign up via the link below:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044BA4A923AA8-stjohn
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Letters to St. John
Hi Pastor Michael.
Please extend our thank you to the
Christian Ed committee for the book
they sent. We received it yesterday
and it was so nice, thoughtful and
useful! I can’t wait to read it with
Mackenzie and Jackson. Thank you
again!
Laurie Travis
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Letters to St. John (Continued)
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Letters to St. John (Continued)
February 2021,
I appreciate being able to join the Sunday Worship Services online. The music is excellent and readings
are well chosen. Greetings from the Called to Care group are always enjoyed and read over and over
again. Although I am almost totally housebound (as many are due to Covid), I am pleased and blessed
to be able to remain a member of St. John.
Sincerely,
Lorraine Grupe
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Letters to St. John (Continued)
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Letters to St. John (Continued)

Heifer International Recognizes St. John
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PADS
GOOD NEWS!
Journeys staff has shared that the guests will be staying in the hotels through April with the hope that they are
able to stay throughout the summer! Plans are also underway to open up church sites again in October! We will
keep you posted as information becomes available.
We would like to update our volunteer list for the summer and the fall.
The following volunteer opportunities are available.
1. Shift & kitchen volunteers. We are planning on the CUCC PADS site opening again in October and would like to
update our list of volunteers who are able to return (October - April).
2. Meal box delivery. Boxes with breakfast/lunch items are picked up at CUCC and delivered to 5 hotel rooms at
Comfort Inn in Arlington Heights. Boxes are rather heavy and need to be carried from fellowship hall to your
car. Shift would be on Sunday from 7:30 - 9:00 am. Dates are flexible (April- September).
3. Breakfast/lunch food donations for guests in the hotels. We are looking for groups/individuals to provide perishable breakfast/lunch items including lunch meat, cheese, milk, bread, fresh fruit for 10 hotel guests for the
week. We are looking for groups who could provide these items on the 3rd or 4th Thursdays of the month (April September).
Please reply to this email or sign-up below and let us know if you are interested in any of the opportunities and
a member of the leadership team will contact you to provide more information and answer questions. Please
let us know if you know anyone else who would like to be added to our email list. You can also let us know if you
would like to be removed from our email list.
Here is the link to volunteer - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CADAE23A5F49-cucc2
Thank you so much to all of you that have helped our PADS guests so much since last March! Thank you for the
food donations, packing boxes, delivering boxes/meals and contributing to the costs of the meals! The guests are
so grateful for everything they receive. We are continuing to deliver 50+ dinners to the hotels every Thursday
night. We are also providing a weekly supply of breakfast and lunch to 10 guests every Sunday morning.
We have scheduled another No Contact Porch drop-off for breakfast/lunch items on Saturday, April 10th.
Items can be dropped of between the hours of 8:00 am - 4:00 pm at one of the following locations 1. Margie McCarthy's home: 2606 E. Garden Walk, Arlington Heights
2. Penny Urell's home: 202 N. Eastwood, Mount Prospect
3. Kathy Winters' home: 546 E. Delgado Drive, Palatine (847-997-4152)
4. Laurie Gaza's home: 316 S. Dwyer Ave, Arlington Heights
We will NOT be having drop offs at CUCC.
Here is the Link to the food donation sign-up - https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CADAE23A5F49-cucc1
Several volunteers asked if they could donate to the CUCC Site 18 PADS program online. We are glad to announce
the Church now has that capability. Here are the directions if you would like to donate to Site 18 virtually.
1. Please go to the Congregational United Church of Christ website, www.congucc.org & click the Donate button.
2. You will be taken to a screen that will ask for the required information regarding your gift.
3. Under the "Donation Details", scroll down the list of Donation Reasons and click on "Site 18".
4. Then hit enter for the donation to be completed.
5. You will receive an email receipt of your gift.
If you would rather still send checks, you can mail checks to Jeff Pattee. His address is:
Jeff Pattee, 523 East Princeton Street, Palatine, IL 60074
Thank you for your continued support of the PADS effort in the Northwest Suburbs.
CUCC PADS Leadership Team
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Food Pantry Donations
The food pantry that our church supports at the Lutheran Church of the Cross is accepting
donations. If you would like to donate, Paul Cochran is willing to pick up donations from your
front porch. The pick-up day is Tuesday and the food would need to be set out by 9:00 A.M.
Please contact Paul if you are interested at pcochran48@comcast.net or 847-977-7698.

The Night Ministry
See what's happening with the Night Ministry at https://www.thenightministry.org.

Covid Vaccines
Illinois is currently in phase 1B of its COVID-19 vaccination plan, which covers health care workers and staff and
residents at long-term care facilities. You can get updates about the vaccine’s availability for various groups on
the Illinois Department of Public Health’s COVID-19 website.
Are you eligible but still trying to get an appointment for the COVID-19 vaccine? Here's a helpful website that will
tell you where there are vaccines available. Put your zip code in and it will show you the locations. This is just an
additional tool to help find a vaccination. You should still continue to check the county and hospital websites both
online and by phone. https://vaccinefinder.org/.

Amazon Smile
Looking for a way to support St. John? When you shop at Amazon, please shop at Smile.Amazon.com and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. John, as no cost to you. Simply create
an account on the Smile.Amazon.com site and select St. John United Church of Christ as the charitable organization.

Church Envelopes
If you would like your church envelopes, you can pick them up from the church office between 9:00 A.M. and
12:00 P.M. Monday through Friday.
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Easter Sunday
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April Birthdays
2nd

Janet Landeweer

3rd

Katie Payne

4th

Madison Fee

5th

Zack Kurka, Isa Zielinski

7th

Reese Delahanty, Dakota Gutterman, Calianna Harb

8th

Michael Styzek

9th

Jonathan Temple

12th

Jane Olszowka

13th

Samuel Robinson, Rae Roche

14th

Heather Kane

15th

Paul Giambarberee

16th
17th

Ed Hong, Gloria Vogel
Adam Martin

18th

Aaliyah Harb

19th

Erik Disch

20th

Leslie Christensen, Lisa Doty, April Swenson

21st

Eloise Berg, Brian Fee, Jennifer Wieczorek

22nd

Daniel Burkhardt, Roberta Morand

23rd

Carol Heiberger

24th

Logan Goto, Cody Larson

28th

Marie Shurson

30th

Anthony Wardecki

Do we have your birthday? If not, please call the office and let us know!
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April 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Maundy
Thursday

2
Good
Friday

3
Holy
Saturday
10am Easter
Egg Hunt

4 Easter
10am Easter Worship service
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

5
2pm Book
Club

6
10am Bible Study
7pm spiritual Life
Committee Meeting

7
7pm Conversations on Race

8

9

10

11
10am Worship Service
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

12
2pm Book
Club

13
10am Bible Study

14
7pm Conversations on Race

15
7pm Capital Campaign
Meeting

16

17

18
10am Communion Worship
Service
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

19
2pm Book
Club

20
10am Bible Study

21
7pm Conversations on Race

22

23

24

25
10am Worship Service
11am Virtual Coffee Hour

26
2pm Book
Club

29

30

Letters to St. John
27
10am Bible Study
7pm Christian Ed
Meeting

28
7pm Conversations on Race

Message from St. John Crafters
The shut-ins who were given afghans from St. John
Crafters were happy and grateful to receive one. They
were very appreciative being thought of during the
pandemic. We hope everyone is enjoying the sunshine
and warmer temperatures.
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Summer 2021 Grandparents & Me/Family Camps

SPACE IS LIMITED...REGISTER ONLINE TODAY! https://pilgrimpark.campbrainregistration.com/
We are excited to announce that Pilgrim Park & Tower Hill will be hosting Grandparents & Me and Family Camps
this summer. Cost of each camp: $200.00 for first family member and $100.00 for each additional family member.

Campcation 2021

Our camps are working in creative ways for the children of coming generations to continue having a camp experience bringing them “out of the ordinary and into the future”.
This year we are offering Campcation! This option of renting our cabins and facilities to families for short term
getaways gives you an unique way to enjoy time together in a safe environment. Plus… this is a great opportunity to help our camps with the potential rental income.
If you wish to escape this year on a Campcation or need details call Tower Hill at 269-426-3881 and Pilgrim
Park at 815-447-2390.
Dates may fill up quickly, as we are close, yet far away, so enjoy the air, relax in the sun, camp is the getaway for
2021!
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Contact Us

Staff

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

Rev. Michael D. Jones, Pastor – mjones@stjah.org

www.stjah.org
office@stjah.org

Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director

facebook.com/
stjohnuccah twitter.com/
stjohnuccah
instagram.com/stjohnucc
Office: 847.255.6687
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Monday – Friday

Janice Gilligan, Church Administrator – office@stjah.org
Dr. J. Paul Cochran, Organist
Linda Styzek, Pianist

Carin Zachar, Bell Director

ST. JOHN UCC OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT
The congregation of St. John United Church of Christ rejoices that our
community of faith is strengthened by diversity. We declare ourselves to
be an open and affirming congregation, extending God’s extravagant
welcome to all people regardless of culture, economic status, age, sex,
ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression,
marital status, or physical/mental condition. We invite everyone to join
our journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our congregation.

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

Phone: 847.255.6687
E-mail: office@stjah.org
Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

YOUR LOGO HERE

